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Donna Pinto
music@stjames-ucc.org
Rev. Anne Cormier
(610) 792-1679
St. James United Church of Christ
Office Assistant:
Dear Pastor Anne and Brothers and Sisters of St. James UCC,
Sandy Chang
Mon. & Thurs. 10am-1pm
Grace and peace to you from the One who was, is and is to come.
office@stjames-ucc.org
There are few sadder moments in the life of a congregation than when a pastor
for Newsletters:
takes leave of a congregation. In the midst of gratitude for all that has been, there news@stjames-ucc.org

is grief for all that will no longer be. As Jesus was preparing to take leave from
the disciples, he said: “You have sorrow now but I will see you again and your
hearts will rejoice and no one will take your joy from you.”

Pastor Anne, for four years you have preached the gospel, administered the
sacraments, cared for the broken, attended to the growth of your spiritual
wellness, and celebrated the presence of the Still Speaking God. You have met
the very real frustrations of leading God’s people with a faith and love that “bears
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things.” Through it
all you have been sustained by the power of the Holy Spirit and love and
devotion of the people to whom you must now entrust to God’s care.
To the friends and members of St. James, your pastor may be leaving but God
and the Holy Spirit are not. Since 1818, the Holy Spirit has directed the coming
and going of pastors and parishioners alike for one purpose—to increase the love
of God, self and neighbor. The miracle of that love has created longevity for your
church and community. It is the certain presence of the Spirit that will ensure
your future connections with each other, God and your next pastor who at this
very moment is being made ready to come to you.
To each of you, I offer prayers of thanksgiving for all that you have shared and
accomplished and beg God’s blessing for all that the future might hold. With
regret, I am not present to speak these words in person but they come to you with
deep affection and ardent prayers for this significant moment in the life of the
church, your family and you.
Rev. William P. Worley
Conference Minister

2020 CONSISTORY
Jay Smith, President
Rich Fiedler,
V. President
Laura Walters,
Secretary
James Friemann
Ken Raspen
Bob Walters
Donna Earnshaw
Michael Turbush
Officers:
Tom Mogel, Financial Sec.
Margie Schweitzer,
Historian
Nancy Ewing, Treasurer

“Like” us on Facebook!

www.facebook.com/
stjamesucc
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Lectionary for November
Proper 26 (31)

Joshua 3:7-17

Micah 3:5-12

November 1, 2020

Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37

Psalm 43

All Saints Day
November 1, 2020

Revelation 7:9-17

Proper 27 (32)

Joshua 24:1-3a,

November 8, 2020

14-25

Twenty-Second Sunday after
Pentecost

Twenty-Third Sunday after
Pentecost

Wisdom of Solomon
6:12-16
or
Amos 5:18-24

1 John 3:1-3

Matthew 5:1-12

1 Thessalonians
4:13-18

Matthew 25:1-13

1 Thessalonians
5:1-11

Matthew 25:14-30

Ephesians 1:15-23

Matthew 25:31-46

2 Corinthians 9:615

Luke 17:11-19

Wisdom of Solomon
6:17-20
or
Psalm 70

Proper 28 (33)

Judges 4:1-7

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18

November 15, 2020

Psalm 123

Psalm 90:1-8, (9-11),
12

Reign of Christ Proper 29 (34)

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 2024

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 2024

November 22, 2020

Psalm 100

Psalm 95:1-7a

Thanksgiving Day
November 26, 2020

Deuteronomy 8:7-18

Twenty-Fifth Sunday after
Pentecost

Matthew 23:1-12

Psalm 34:1-10, 22

Psalm 78:1-7

Twenty-Fourth Sunday after
Pentecost

1 Thessalonians
2:9-13

Psalm 65

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
FEEDING THE HUNGRY

ELECTION DAY— NOVEMBER 3rd

St James is scheduled to
provide take-out dinners
for people in need, in
Pottstown on Wednesday
December 16th. We will
deliver the menu items in bulk to First United
Methodist Church on Main Street. They're expecting
to serve up to 80 dinners per night, so we'll need
more of you to step up and help than we did with the
"Ministries at Main Street" dinner program in years
past. Nancy Ewing, Rich and Charlotte Fiedler, and
Jay Smith are the coordinating committee, and will
be reaching out for your help in the near future.

Once again, St James will serve
as a polling place for the general
election this year. Due to the
pandemic, once the polls close,
the building will be locked and
closed to everyone for the next
three days after which it will be
cleaned and sanitized in
preparation for in-person worship on Sunday.

THANK YOU!
Thanks to Andrew White, member of scout troop 10,
for his Eagle Scout project, enhancing the playground
at St James with a path and benches, plus blue bird
houses to come.
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE CON’T
VETERANS DAY
November 11 gives us an opportunity to give thanks
to all our veterans. We won’t be gathered all together
in church to have pictures in the show case or a tree
with dog tags hung on by veterans and those who had
family members who are no longer with us. We have
several members that are veterans and we can still
thank them by a call or a note.
We celebrate the bravery and sacrifice of all veterans;
those are no longer with us that sacrificed their lives
back during WWI and those in other wars. We pray
for the veterans that now are homeless.
Here is a quote from President Woodrow Wilson
“To us in America the reflections of Armistice Day
(now Veterans Day) will be filled with lots of pride
in the heroism of those who died in the county’s
service and with gratitude for the victory, both
because of the thing from which it has freed us and
because of the opportunity it has given America to
show her sympathy with peace and justice in the
councils of the nations.”
Happy Veterans Day

TRANSITION TEAM
Your consistory has asked us to serve on the transition
team to work with Rev. Dr. Susan Minasian at PSEC
to post the open interim position, assess profiles
received, interview candidates, and recommend a
person to consistory. We have completed the position
description and it has been posted on the conference
website. So far, we have received one profile to
review and are waiting for others.
This addition of this committee is a change from the
way this process was handled in the past. Hopefully
we will be successful in finding the right interim for
St. James and doing some of the work for the Search
Committee which will be formed later.
Serving on the Transition Team are: Nancy Ewing,
Donna Serina, Joy Rubeo, James Friemann, and
Michael Terbush. Please remember us in your prayers
as the Lord leads us on the path we should go.

Dear beloved community of St. James,
Thank you so much for all the blessings I received on
my last Sunday with you, the beautiful clock, all of
the cards, the flowers, and mostly, thank you for your
presence with me that day. It was so good to look out
and see so many of you person to person. I am so
sorry for the technical difficulty we experienced with
those on Zoom and regret not getting to say goodbye
to all of you. I will be taking my time opening and
responding to a few cards a day, drinking in your
blessings and well wishes, as I grieve and give God
thanks for you one person, one family at a time.
God’s presence goes with you into your future. May
it be full of faith and love, as you share and live out
the Gospel of Christ, which has been entrusted to
you. And to reiterate the words of Rev. Worley:
“God is at work in your next pastor who at this very
moment is being made ready to come to you.”
With all of my love and deepest gratitude for our
time together,
Pastor Anne

November
Birthday

Anniversary

8…..Donna Earnshaw
8…..Celeste Friemann
9…..Ken Alderfer
11….Mary Barnaik
20….Mazie Myers
24….Lisa Nuccitelli
24….Eric Kramer
24….James Valerio
25….Robert Weidner
26….C. Wendel Koenig
27….Charles Hentz

20….Bill & Elaine Burnett
26….Tony & Linda Nuccitelli

Congratulations and best
wishes from your
church family!
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE CON’T
CONSISTORY MEETING NOTES
The October 13th. meeting of the St. James UCC
Consistory, a zoom meeting, was opened with
devotions and prayer led by Pastor Anne.
The minutes and financial reports were reviewed for
the month of September 2020 and accepted as
presented.
Pastor Anne shared her monthly report highlighting
the following:
• The tablet ministry is about ready to go. Each
tablet is loaded with pre-recorded worship
services and inspirational message, including
messages for the coming Advent season and a few
for Christmas. The 5 tablets are in protective
cases and include a laminated card of simple
instructions for the user. Pastor Anne will deliver
a tote bag containing the tablet, directions and
charger to members unable to attend worship
in-person or via Zoom.
Other dates of importance:
th
• October 25 . -Ursinus Association Fall meeting
th
• October 25 . Pastor Anne’s Last Day with the St.
James Budget Hearing following worship.
th
• November 15 . – PSEC Fall Meeting at 3 PM via
Zoom. Registration is open.
Old Business:
The status of activities in the church aligns with the
Green Phase of Covid-19 guidelines and is limited to
small group meetings. AA meets the last Tuesday of
each month and Boy Scouts are holding small group
meetings every two weeks.
Grace and Peace also holds a Bible Study on Tuesday
evenings which, ends early in November.
Grace and Peace has resumed in-person worship in
Fellowship Hall.
The rental agreement with G&P addendum will be
updated to include professional cleaning of the
facilities should an attending member become positive for Covid after being present in the church. This
is specifically for the safety, protection, and welfare
of all who enter the building.
On November 3rd., St. James UCC will once again
serve as a polling place for the general election.

Once the polls close, the building will be locked and
closed to everyone for the next three days after which
it will be cleaned and sanitized in preparation for
in-person worship on Sunday.
The air conditioner repairs are scheduled. In addition,
two Wi-Fi thermostats and two ultraviolet air filters
will be installed. The UV filters will enhance air
filtration and help to eliminate harmful virus and bacteria as air circulates throughout the church building.
Committee Reports: Missions
Proposed Mission Partners for 2021 include Project
Outreach, Ponca Creek and Habitat for Humanity.
New Business:
The Transition Team submitted a drafted profile for
an interim pastor to Consistory for review. Some
minor changes were suggested. The profile will be
completed and forwarded to the PSEC and posted on
the conference website.
Pastor Anne’s Exit Interview with the Consistory is
set for October 20th. Her last day as Pastor of St.
James UCC is October 25th. Worship will be at 10:30
AM.
In preparation for the Budget Hearing Meeting on
October 25th. (following worship service), the
proposed budget will be sent to all members. Questions can be addressed by email prior to the meeting
or at the meeting.
The Congregational Meeting to approve the budget
and elect members for Consistory will take place on
November 15th.
The Consistory Meeting closed with the Lord’s
Prayer.
If you have questions concerning this report or the
work of the Consistory, please speak with Jay Smith
or any member of the Consistory. We are here to
serve all members of St. James United Church of
Christ.
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE CON’T
Prayer Ministry at St. James United Church of Christ

SAVE THE DATE:

In the past, we have been identified as The Prayer Chain and
The Prayer Team but most
recently it was decided to be
identified as one, the Prayer
Ministry of St. James United
Church of Christ.
For many years, St. James has been blessed to have a
devoted team of volunteers who receive requests for
prayer and devote their time to lifting- up and praying
for those in need of prayer. Sometimes, we refer to
this group of volunteers, committed to praying for
others as the Prayer Warriors of St. James. Prayer
Warriors receive requests and continue to pray for
according to the specific request for a month or until
an update is received. Those with Cancer and ongoing concerns remain on the list until their situation
changes or an update is received. Updates are an important part of this ministry/ Some are sad, and some
are joyful, and it is always a blessing to acknowledge
the power of prayer!

Advent Decorating

Most members of St. James UCC are familiar with
what has been known as the Prayer Team. Over the
years, the Prayer Team initiated several projects
esigned specifically to serve the church and our
community. Perhaps most obvious is The Prayer
Tree on the wall outside the sanctuary, where anyone
can add a name to request prayer for someone in a
time of need. Another project was putting together
the Spiritual Library, a quiet place where you can
borrow a book from a selection for all ages including
books for inspiration, spiritual life, diversity, loss and
grief and relationships. The bright blue Labyrinth in
the pavilion, the Little Library, the Prayer Garden,
and remembering members of our congregation with
notes and cards are other significant endeavors of the
Prayer Team.

At this time, nominations for Deacon, Kristen Serina.
Endowment committee candidate has been
announced. Nancy Ewing will be confirmed as
treasurer and Tom Mogel as financial secretary.

The Prayer Ministry of St. James UCC, invites you to
join us as we continue to do God’s work and as we
pray for our church, the members, the community and
for those in need. We meet once a quarter to review
the efforts of the ministry and plan for others and
continue daily prayers for all.

Join us as we decorate and prepare for Christmas!
Saturday, November 28.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
November 15, 2020
This is the official call for a congregational meeting
to be held on November 15, 2020 for the purpose of
electing Elders, Deacons, and Endowment
committee members, confirming the Treasurer and
Financial Secretary.

The budget has been prepared and reviewed at the
budget hearing.
Please plan on attending this meeting either via Zoom
or in-person to participate in the life of St. James.

PASTORAL CARE
If anyone is in need of
pastoral care, please contact
Rev. Martha Kriebel
directly at 610-489-1253.
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PRAYER CONCERNS
For our friends Betty Wines, Heather Yates, Melissa Moore, Ellie Donofrio,
Frank Miller and others who are in long term care or unable to leave their
homes. We pray for comfort, peace, healing and companionship for each of
them.
For our friends Taylor, Baby Franklin, Rebecka, Melissa G, John W, Alan E, Marcia S, Joan D, Diana, Marcy,
Terry and others with ongoing health concerns and challenging life of God's presence through the support of
our congregation.
For our friends Tabby, Katie, Peggy M, Jeanene, Ed, Sue, Debbie H, Ryan, Monica, Pat, Joan D, Margaret,
Dottie, Gina, Michelle, Barb G, Margaret, Dottie, Peter, Joan D, Carl H, Michelle, Ed, Ginny, Carmen, Tiffany, Sandi, Danny, Jessica, Sandy K, James V, Helen M, Susan B, Helen E, Bob L, Chris C, Carol M, Helen M,
Susan B, Garret W, Bonnie B, Tiffany, Joan D, Irene S, Betty M, Jay P, Lynn P, Carl, Jean S, Van S, DJ, Lydia, Michelle, Ken, Mary Barnaik, Betsy R, Andrea D, Lisa G, Barry G. Tom D and all cancer survivors, we
pray for treatment where it is possible and release from suffering where it is needed.
Prayers for all veterans that are still suffering from PTSD and all other side effects from their service in the
military.
For the friends and family of Donald MacGillis, Richard Bill and for all who grieve at the deaths of those
they deeply love and dearly miss, we ask that they might know the comfort God offers through the community
of faith as we surround them with our prayers.
Lord, there is so much hurt and suffering happing in our county; we pray that we can heal and learn to accept
each other with love and understanding. There are still many who need your healing from their illnesses,
whatever they may be. We thank you for those you have healed and know you hear us when we pray. We ask
for comfort and peace to those that have lost loved ones and friends. Be with each of us according to our greatness needs because there are many. We pray this in Jesus name. Amen.
Please note that we will remove names on the prayer list after one month, except for homebound and hospitalized members. Let us know if you would like to add or renew a request by office phone or email.

PRAYING FOR ST. JAMES MEMBERS
Initiated by St. James Prayer Team, each Sunday two church families are being included in the Sunday
worship prayer time. You are invited to include these members and their families in your prayers throughout
that week.
November

1 Phil and Joanne Levering
Stephen and Bridgette Lightcap
8

Mary Ann Lopardo
Pamela Marino

15 Betty McCormick
Paul and Betty Meyers
22 Beth Miller
Frank Miller
29 Carl and Mae Mogel
John Mogel
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DAILY PRAYERS FOR THE MONTH
MORNING PRAYER

EVENING PRAYER

This morning, as I rise, O God, I hear the sounds of
your world awaking, and I give you thanks for
another day. Bless your people this day, with mercy
and loving-kindness. Show us every hour the way to
love each other. Help me to see in any conflicts how
to grow in faith through the struggle for peace with
my family, friends, neighbors, coworkers, and
strangers; in Jesus’ name. Amen.

As I lie down to sleep tonight, O God, I give you
thanks for this day. My muscles and bones are weary,
and I long for renewal and quiet. Because you are the
One in whom I have complete rest, I lean into your
arms at this hour. Guard and keep me through the
night, so that I may grow strong and be renewed.
Wake me in the morning with resolve to love my
neighbors and to love myself, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Thank you God; each day is a gift from you. Let your
Word be at work within me today that I may be
faithful to you and every breath be a prayer of
gratitude. Amen.

Holy One, thank you for the gift of this day. As
evening falls, I come to you in humility and ask you
to forgive my missteps and oversights. Heal any
wounds I may have caused. Let me rest in you
without fear or anxiety, that I may awake to serve
you with joy and praise. Amen.

You have made the day, O God, to be a sign of your
hope, showering the Earth with nourishment and the
light of your love. I thank you for the gift of this day.
I pray that in all I do and say, your Spirit will shine
through; in Jesus’ name. Amen.

"The Power of Prayer - Calling Upon Supernatural Strength"
Debbie Przylski
Do we realize the power we have available to us when we take our authority in prayer? Most of us don't realize our authority because if we did we would be praying far more. We would be sacrificing everything else in
order to pray. Instead of worrying about the increase in evil in our land, we would be on our faces before God
crying out for His intervention. Unfortunately in many churches prayer is the weakest link. It should be the
strongest one because it is the key to God's blessing in the spirt realm.
Authoritative intercession and heartfelt repentance is key to breakthrough in America. By exercising our authority in prayer and standing strong in God's truth, we are working together with Him to determine the future
of our nation. We have authority in prayer to actually see our personal lives and the lives of others
change. We can pray authoritative prayers for our neighborhood and cities. Certain things in history will happen through our intercession if we pray the way God wants us to pray. We can change nations through prayer
if we choose to use this mighty weapon.

The Prayer Ministry

Quote from the 50 prayers of Pope Francis
(Shane DeCreshio):
Prayer is powerful. It can heal, prayer can
give and it can change lives.

16

15 24th Sunday
After Pentecost

In-person &
Zoom 10:15 am

29 First Sunday
of Advent

In-person &
Zoom 10:15 am

22 Reign of
Christ

30

23
Boy Scouts 7pm
Pavilion

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING

In-person &
Zoom 10:15 am

In-person &
Zoom 10:15 am

9
Boy Scouts 7pm
Pavilion

2

MON

8 23rd Sunday
After Pentecost

In-person &
Zoom 10:15 am

ALL SAINTS DAY

1 22nd Sunday
After Pentecost

SUN

31
District AA
Meeting

24

17

10
Consistory
7pm

3

TUE

25

18

11

4

WED

26

19

12

5

27

20

13

6

FRI

*ALL ACTIVITES ARE
SUBJECT TO CHANGE*

THU

28
Advent
Decorating

21

14

7

SAT

CALENDAR
November 2020
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CONFERENCE NEWS
ADAPTING TO PANDEMIC AMONG
TOPICS OF YOUTH, YOUNG ADULT
MINISTRY EVENT NOV. 12-14
October 28, 2020
Written by Hans Holznagel

It’s been 10 years since leaders of youth and
young-adult ministries from across the United Church
of Christ met to learn from each other and worship
together.

This year they were set to gather in person again.
COVID-19 prevented that.
Instead, they’ll meet online, Nov. 12-14, for “Reset
for Renewal.” The event is meant for all kinds of Y/
YA ministry leaders – in local churches, but also those
serving at the Conference level, in educational or
campus settings and in outdoor ministries.
Plenary sessions will address “Creative Shifts” in
youth ministry during the pandemic, “Sacred Bodies”
and “Discipling Young People and Each Other.”
Author and social entrepreneur Romal Tune will give
a keynote presentation on “The Pulse of Young
People.”
Workshop topics range from “Renewal and Reconnection” to “Fighting for Earth.” One titled “Let’s Get
Uncomfortable: A Place to Start” will be led by specialists in improvisation. It will use improv skills –
listening, curiosity and imagination – to create a safe
space for participants “to talk about racism and how
we share the responsibility to work for change.”
Participants will also break into small groups in areas
of interest and with others from their region. The
Thursday-to-Saturday agenda can be found here.
“This event was originally scheduled to be an inperson gathering for October of this year,” said the
Rev. Trayce Potter, minister of youth and young adult
engagement with Justice and Local Church Ministries.
“However, given where we are with COVID, I felt it
was still important to offer something for people in
youth ministry since the last gathering of this sort that
was offered from the national office was in May 2010.
I asked the Network of Wider Church Youth Ministry
if they would be willing to partner with me to redesign
this virtual event.”
The result is billed as an opportunity to “foster
relationships, reclaim your own resilience and gifts for
ministry and reconnect with the pulse of young

people in the midst of today’s world.”
Ministers and lay leaders who want to take part
can sign up here. The registration deadline is Tuesday, Nov. 10. Organizers are encouraging all who can
to pay the full registration price of $99 “as an act of
giving.” A discounted rate, $49, is available with the
code RESET50, “because we do not want cost to be a
barrier to anyone attending,” the registration site
says.
“My hope is that each person who participates realizes they already have the gifts, skills and resiliency to
lead during this season of ministry,” Potter said. “We
will offer support and encouragement as they dig
deeper into themselves to continue serving the young
people in their lives.”

QUIET DAY
The November Quiet Day is uncertain due to Covid19. Please check back closer to this date.
Quiet Days are designed to open new avenues of
communing with God, and to provide an opportunity
for sharing faith journeys and stories. They allow for
Sabbath time and renewal in the midst of our busy
world. There is no formal registration, but a minimum donation of $5 is requested on Quiet Day.
Each participant is asked to bring a Bible, journal,
pen and a bag lunch. Come and see what God has in
store for you!

FEELING STRESSED?

The UCC has a website to help
The COVID-19 pandemic is taking a toll both on
people's physical health and lives and on
their emotional, mental and spiritual health. No one is
immune, from congregants to pastors to conference
and national staff. In response, a team drawn from
across the UCC has come together to create and
consolidate resources for "Recovering Hope" into a
single, simple website. The site is designed to provide
one-stop gathering of resources to mitigate stress
caused by the pandemic and effects.

St. James United Church of Christ
321 South Limerick Road
Limerick, PA 19468
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Notes & Reminders
Materials for the December Newsletter are due on November 16th, 2020.
CONGREGACTIONAL MEETING
On November 15th, there will be a St James
Congregational Meeting after worship, to vote on our
budget for next year, members for Consistory and
Endowment Committee, Treasurer, Financial
Secretary, and a special motion to support our
Mission Partners". Please plan to attend, either
"in-person" or via Zoom, as it is essential that we
have a quorum of the congregation present.

