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CONGREGATIONAL CELEBRATION 
 

Mark your calendars now for our congregational 
celebration, Sun. Jan. 27!  This is our annual 
gathering to offer praise and thanksgiving for all 
the wonderful and dedicated leaders of our con-
gregation who serve God and build up Christ's 
kingdom through the time and skills they offer 
in our church.  We will meet in Fellowship Hall 
directly following the 10:15am worship service 
for a potluck meal, a chance to acknowledge our 
leaders, and some fun and games for all ages.  In 
January, a sign-up sheet will be posted for main 
dishes, sides, and desserts; beverages will be 
provided. 
 

We will also have a brief vote regarding some 
adaptations to our constitutional language about 
membership.         (Continued on p. 6) 
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OPEN HOUSE 

 

An invitation is ex-
tended to all members 
of the church family to 
an Open House featur-
ing an HO Scale Model 
Railroad (12’x16’).  It 
will be at the home of 
Marion and Charley 
Hentz on Sunday, Jan-
uary 6 from 2pm-6pm 
at 16 N. Borough Line 
Road, Trappe, PA.   

A PRAYERFUL GOOD-BYE TO MENSCH MILL  
 

A special invitation is extended to all those 
wishing to remember, appreciate, and celebrate 
the our UCC Conference’s Mensch Mill camp & 
retreat center.  In January and February, there 
will be two special days to commemorate 
Mensch Mill and remember the joyful and sa-
cred moments spent there.  
 

On January 5, there will be a “Prayerful Walk” 
around the Mensch Mill property. Beverages 
and refreshments will be provided at 9am, fol-
lowed by a walk around the property with spe-
cial prayers and activities at meaningful areas. 
There will be a lunch in the Mill at noon follow-
ing the walk. Several optional activities will take 
place following the lunch.  (Continued on p. 3) 

CONTACT THE CHURCH 
 

321 South Limerick Rd. 
Limerick, PA 19468 
610-489-0990 
 

Pastor: Rachael Pryor 
pastor@stjames-ucc.org 
(610) 705-2000 
 

Availability by appoint-
ment.  Fridays are observed 
as a day of rest. 
 

Minister of Music: 
Donna Pinto 
music@stjames-ucc.org 
 

Office Assistant: 
Sandy Chang 
Mon & Thurs 10am-1pm 
office@stjames-ucc.org 
 

Communications and 
Events Manager: 
Jill Kauffman 
news@stjames-ucc.org 
 

Office Volunteer  
Coordinator: 
Betty Lou Wilson 
Wed & Fri 12-3pm 
betty9234@verizon.net 
 

2012 CONSISTORY 
 

Rich Fiedler, President 
Mary Lou Bryan, VP 
Kristen Serina, Secretary 
 

Nancy Ewing, Treasurer 
Tom Mogel, Financial Sec. 
 

Ruth Borneman, Historian 
 

Visit our website: 
www.stjames-ucc.org 
 

“Like” us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/ 
stjamesucc 

Welcome to our new church office assistant, 
Sandy Chang!  More info on page 6. 
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DAFFODIL SUNDAY 
 

This year, Daffodil Sunday will 
be on March  24.  A symbol of 
hope and life, daffodils repre-
sent the courage and resilience 
of cancer survivors.  Honor 
the life or memory of someone 
you know who is a cancer sur-
vivor while contributing to the 
ongoing work of the American 
Cancer Society for education, 
research, and support. 
  

Look for more details in your 
February 2013 newsletter, in-
cluding pric-
ing and how 
to place your 
orders!    

Worship 

EPIPHANY 
 

The season of Epiphany officially 
begins on January 6 and lasts until 
Ash Wednesday, which marks the 
beginning of Lent.  The visit of the 
Magi to the Christ Child is what 
kicks off this celebratory time that 

precedes the penitence of Lent; but it's not all about a star, some 
traveling sages, and some unusual gifts.  Epiphany is a season of 
insisting on the glory of Christ's guiding light even in the darkest 
times.  For churches likes ours in the Northern part of the North-
ern hemisphere, the literal darkness of our shorter winter days 
helps underscore the meaning of Epiphany.  But even on the sunni-
est days of summer, our need for Christ's light is never dimin-
ished.  We take this season to contemplate the ways in which we, 
like the Magi, are on a journey of faith.  Sometimes we can see the 
star of Christ only at a far distance, and we must continue as indi-
viduals and as a church community to find the best path to that 
light.  Our worship throughout the season will be filled with hymns, 
Scriptures, prayers, and candle-lighting to help us focus on the 
journey we walk together, and the goal we seek of reaching Christ 
and living in the light of his presence.  

WANTED: CREATIVE DREAMERS, PRACTICAL THINKERS  

 

The Worship Committee of St. James is searching for some addi-
tional members, as well as a committee chairperson for 2013.  The 
ministry of this committee is one of the most varied and impactful 
in the life of our congregation.  On the one hand, we are responsi-
ble for the basic logistics of worship, supporting and overseeing 
everything from the arrangement and appearance of the Sanctuary, 
to the work of the Altar Guild, and the provision of bulletins and 
other worship supplies.  We maintain the calendar in relation to 
worship for Sundays and holidays, and we research decisions such 
as when to acquire new Bibles or hymnals.  On the other hand, 
there is a fun and creative element to the worship committee!  We 
are growing in our capacity to become partners with the pastor and 
music director in the creation and leadership of worship at St. 
James.  Even as we seek to carefully observe and remember be-

loved traditions, we also hope to 
introduce some new spiritual prac-
tices in our worship this year, con-
tinued the ministry of welcoming 
new friends into our community! 

ALTAR  
FLOWERS 
 

There are still 
many Sundays 
available in 
2013 to spon-
sor bulletins 
and flowers for 
the altar.  Please sign up on the 
large calendar in the narthex.  
The cost of the flower arrange-
ment starts at $26.50, though 
you are free to arrange for 
something larger with our flo-
rist.  You may pick up your 
flowers after worship or request 
that they be delivered to one of 
our homebound or hospitalized 
members.  A separate $10 do-
nation for bulletins should also 
be made as part of your plate 
offering or in a separate pay-
ment. 
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BACK TO KENYA 
 

On Dec. 2, we had a wonder-
ful opportunity to hear from 
Ryan Murphy about his fam-
ily’s experiences of mission-
ary work at the Rift Valley 
Academy in Kenya.  We’re so 
thankful for the impact we 
are able to make by support-
ing this ministry!  Thank you 
especially for your generous 
offerings that Sunday, as we 
collected an additional $145 
for a special outreach mis-
sion project in the Rift Val-
ley Community.  Ryan, 
Heather, and their children 
will be returning to Kenya at 
the end of this month! 

Evangelism 
MENSCH MILL, CON’T  
 

These activities include making a terrarium using nature items from 
Mensch Mill (everyone participating in this activity is asked to bring 
their own materials), engaging in the challenge course, taking a hike, 
and/or spending free time sharing with others, connecting and re-
connecting.  Around 3:00 pm, we will meet at a campfire to share, 
pray together, sing together, and end the day's events. 
 

On February 16 at 3:00 pm, there will be a gathering at the Kline 
Center for a closing worship.  Dinner and a Fellowship time will fol-
low at 5 pm.  After dinner, there will be Evening Vespers around the 
campfire. 
  

All are invited to join in for one or both of these activities.  More de-
tailed information will be coming soon; so please save these dates 
and check your Communitas or the PSEC website for updates. 

OFFERING BOXES  
 

Our 2013 offering envelope 
boxes are available for pick-
up on Sundays. You may al-
so contact Tom Mogel to ar-
range pick-up at another 
time.  If you do not currently 
use offering envelopes but 
you would like to receive a 
box, please let Tom know.  
Membership is not a prereq-
uisite for receiving a box of 
offering envelopes! 
Another way to organize 
your regular support of St. 
James UCC is by setting up a 
“recurring event” through 
your online banking pro-
gram so that you won’t have 
to worry about remembering 
those envelopes!  Checks can 
be sent to the church,  
Attn: Financial Secretary. 

MORINGA COMMUNITY UPDATE  
 

For the past few years, St. James has been a proud supporter of the 
Moringa Community School of Trades project in Ghana, Africa, 
where residents, students, and teachers are working to create a self-
sustaining community, improving quality of life through education.  
The final hurdle to this goal is building a dormitory for students.  
Currently, Moringa students do not have a safe, dependable place to 
stay while classes are in session.  
 

The dormitory will feature barracks-style bunk beds, with room for 
60 students. The cost of building the dormitory will be $68,000.  So 
far, Moringa has raised $24,700 towards that goal.  The Moringa 
Community has come a long way in just a few years; raising the funds 
for the dormitory is all that is needed to reach its final goal!  
 

As you may recall, the school teaches skills such as wood-working 
and canning, helping students secure their future in what is currently 
an unstable region.  For example, one young woman learned how to 
make batik fabric and can sell her wares at the local market, which 
allows her to support herself and her family.  
 

The Moringa Community is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, and 
93% of expenditures in 2012 went directly towards programs in Gha-
na, rather than going towards administrative costs.  It is exciting to 
see the Moringa Community come so close to reaching its ultimate 
goal, and St. James is proud and grateful to have been able to provide 
support. For more information about Moringa, or to make a personal 
contribution to this final goal, visit www.morginacommunity.org.  
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Faith Formation 
FAITH FORMATION FOR ALL AGES IN THE SEASON OF EPIPHANY 
Starting Jan. 6, our Children's Church will return once more to our "Godly Play" Bible storytelling 
series, with lessons about the meaning of some of our special celebrations (like the visit of the Magi 
and the baptism of Jesus), as well as story versions of Jesus' parables.  This class for children in 
Grades K-5 begins after the Message for the Whole Family of God is shared in the sanctuary at our 
10:15am worship service.  6th graders and up may participate in Confirmation; infants through Pre-
K are welcome in the nursery at the beginning of the service, or after the Family Message (whichever 
parents prefer).   
 

Our 9:00am Bible Study will also resume on Jan. 6.  For the season of Epiphany, the topic will be an 
introduction to the Gospel of Luke, our Gospel for our current lectionary year.  In Lent (beginning 
February 17), we'll return once more to Handel's Messiah with six more sessions on the music and 
Scriptures of this masterpiece, building up to our Easter Hallelujah!  Meanwhile, the "Animate: 
Faith" class for adults will meet two more times in January (Mon. Jan. 14 & 28); and our next adult 
study offering will begin with our Lenten Wednesday program.   
 

NEXT GENERATION LEADERSHIP INITIATIVE: PASTOR TO TAMPA, FLORIDA 
This month, from the evening of Jan. 6th to the morning of the 12th, Pastor Rachael will be attend-
ing a continuing education conference in Tampa, Florida.  This will be her second year in a four-year 
program run by the Board for Ministerial Assistance of the Pension Boards of the United Church of 
Christ, called the "Next Generation Leadership Initiative."  The all-expenses-paid program accepts 15 
clergy under age 40 each year, drawing from all currently active ordained parish ministers in the 
UCC.  The goal is to provide these pastors with resources and training to become the leaders among 
parish clergy in our denomination over the next 40 years.  The topic for the second year of the pro-
gram is "adaptive leadership," and will be taught by Dr. Sharon Daloz Parks.  Dr. Parks is a senior 
fellow at the Whidbey Institute and formerly served in faculty and research positions at Harvard 
University.  She has extensive experience with leadership training in religious contexts and is a 
member of the Religious Society of Friends (Quaker). 
 

TAVERN TALKS 
St. Luke's UCC and Ursinus College sponsor monthly discussions called "Tavern Talks," held at Ap-
palachian Brewing Company (50 W. Third Avenue, Collegeville Station 2nd Floor, Collegeville PA. ) 
January’s topic is "Addictions:  their Effect on Family, Faith and Work," with Dr. Cathy Chamblis of 
Ursinus College.  In February, Dr. Sally Kuykendall of St. Joseph's University will lead a discussion 
on "Truth and Reconciliation in Bullying Prevention.”  Jan. 17 & Feb. 21 at 7:00pm (3rd Thursdays).  
All are welcome!  Talks are held in a private room at ABC, just ask the hostess when you arrive. 

ANNIVERSARIES 
3 C. Wendel & Sandra 
 Koenig  
6 Steve & Bridgette 
 Lightcap 
7 Jack & Janice Hill 
15 Robert & Rugene 
 Caldwell  

BIRTHDAYS 
4 Linda Alexander 
4 Cora Smith 
5 Joseph Blackner 
5 Ryan McMenamin 
5 Derek Larson 
6 Ralph Bevan 
6 Sue Swinehart 

9 Barbara Brightbill 
9 Dottie Cossaboon 
12 Len Baranoski 
12 Nolan Laub 
14 Nicholas Albanese 
14 Christian Pacan 
16 Paul Sweigart 
16 Kyleigh Gelwicks 

16 Riley Ann Larson 
17 Mary Lou Bryan 
17 Chad Alexander 
20 Mary Banyai 
21 Leisel Sarfert 
23 Martha Hentz 
25 Thomas Shuler 
27 Carter Hendricks 
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January Calendar 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 2 
Prayer 
Shawls 
6:30pm 
 
Stewardship 
7:00pm 

3 4 5 

6 Epiphany 
Svc of the Word & Sacra-
ment  
Isa 60:1-6 
Ps 72:1-7, 10-14 
Matt 2:1-12 

7 8 9 10 
 
Property  
7:00pm 

11 12 

13 First Sunday after 
Epiphany 
Svc of the Word 
Isa 43:1-7 
Ps 29 
Luke 3:15-,21-22 
 
Great Strides Soup Sale  

14 15 
 
Spiritual 
Life 9:00am 
& 6:30pm 

16 
 
Fellowship 
Dinner 
5:30pm 

17 
 
Tavern 
Talks @ 
ABC  
(see p. 4) 

18 19 

20 Second Sunday after 
Epiphany  
Svc of the Word  
Ps 36:5-10 
1 Cor 12:1-11 
John 2:1-11 
 
Leadership Retreat 5-8pm 

21 
 
Great 
Strides 
7:30pm  

22 
 
Welcome 
1:00pm 
 
Women’s 
Fellowship 
7:00pm 

23 24 25 26 

27 Third Sunday after 
Epiphany  
Svc of the Word 
Ps 19 
1 Cor 12:12-31a 
Luke 4:14-21 
 
Congregational  
Celebration  

28 29 30 
 
Steward-
ship, 
7:00pm 

31   

Pastor Rachael @ Next Generation Leadership Initiative 

While Pastor Rachael is away Jan. 6-12, she will still 
check email and phone messages regularly.  A local 
UCC pastor will be on call for any spiritual care 
emergencies.  In urgent circumstances, Sandy 
Koenig (610-489-9652) and Rugene Caldwell  
(484-300-4475) will also be available for spiritual 
care support and to contact the on-call pastor. 

Congregational  
Leadership Retreat 

Sunday January 20 
5:00-8:00pm 

Location TBA 
 

Calling all current consistory 
members, as well as Elders, 
Committee chairpersons, Revi-
talization Team members, and 
other congregational leaders! 
 

Please join us for an evening of 
reflecting & planning for our 
church’s hopes, dreams, goals, 
& direction in the coming year. 
See Pastor Rachael for details. 



CONGREGATIONAL CELEBRATION  (Continued from p. 1) 
We hope to create a more official way for long-distance friends of St. James to stay connected with-
out having an impact on logistical concerns like quorums, ministerial compensation bracket, budget, 
and so on.  Please take note: we have heard your responses about the length and structure of our No-
vember Congregational Meeting!  Our pastor and leaders agree with you that it was much too long, 
and should be organized differently.  For our major congregational meeting next November, we will 
have a completely different format, as well as a guest parliamentarian who will help us run the meet-
ing more quickly.  The January meeting will not have the same level of complexity, but will simply 
consist of a brief vote, after the service, regarding the membership amendment.  An official call to 
the meeting, along with the materials for consideration will be sent out in early January. 
 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW OFFICE ASSISTANT! 
After a few months of planning and searching, we are pleased to welcome Sandy Chang as our new 
office assistant.  Sandy currently works in the same capacity for a local Unitarian fellowship, so she is 
familiar with the usual work of the church administrator, which includes making bulletins, keeping 
the parish register up-to-date, checking messages, and supporting occasional projects such as pro-
ducing the Annual Report.  Sandy will be introducing herself in January, so please keep an eye out 
for announcements via email and the Sunday bulletin.  She will be in the office at least two mornings 
per week; as well as additional time as needed (about 8 hours per week on average).   
 

Sandy joins our existing office team, which currently includes Jill Kauffman & Betty Lou Wilson.  As 
our Communications & Events Manager, Jill is responsible for keeping the website up-to-date, man-
aging the online calendar, and producing communications about our church activities (newsletters, 
weekly emails, as well as flyers, calendars, and other support materials).  All committees and minis-
tries are encouraged to ask Jill for help in creating marketing materials for your group's activi-
ties.  Betty Lou Wilson coordinates volunteer work in the office, and she has been working with Pas-
tor Rachael to cover the essential components of the office assistant's position for more than a 
year.  She will continue as available to assist in the office, with a wide variety of work including fold-
ing bulletins, sorting mail, assembling newsletters, ordering supplies, and more; she is always look-
ing for others who are willing to volunteer in this capacity!  Thanks to our many regular volunteers 
including Margie Schweitzer, Betty Himes, Millie Alderfer, Anita Rogers, and Ellie Wellman who do-
nate their time for this essential "behind-the-scenes" support for our church!  
 

GREAT STRIDES SOUP SALE 
Great Strides team will be holding a Soup Sale to be delivered January 13th. Orders will be taken for  
either Cream of Potato or Vegetable Soups by signing up on the bulletin board.   The cost is $5.00/ 
quart. We know these soups are great to have on hand for a quick supper as they freeze very well. Be  
sure to stock up for the cold month of January!!  
 

PUT YOUR LEFTOVER WRAPPING PAPER TO USE WITH WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
It’s time for our annual Pound Sale! Tues. Jan. 22 at 7:00pm, come to our Women’s Fellowship 
meeting with a secret item, weighing about a pound, creatively wrapped to disguise the contents.  
We’ll bid on these mystery offerings and all funds collected will be used to support missions and out-
reach of Women’s Fellowship. Don’t forget to SAVE THE DATE for our annual Women’s Breakfast, 
too!  Feb. 2 at 8:30am (snow date Feb. 9), we’ll enjoy a meal prepared and served by the men of St. 
James UCC, with speaker Pastor Robert Gerhardt, who shares an inspirational message while creat-
ing chalk artwork.  More information to come in the February newsletter, bulletins, and emails. 
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Congregational Life 
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For our friends Grace, Shirley, Melissa,  and others who are in a long-term care residence, we pray for com-
fort & peace. 
 

For our friends Dick & Janice, Steve & Mary, Frank & Ellie, Earl, Betty, Doris, Pearl, Pat, Bob, and others who 
are not easily able to leave their residence, we pray for companionship, healing, and respite from pain. 
 

For our friends Charlotte, Jeffry, Bob, Dawn, Nicole, Ken, Karen, Tony, Bill, Steve, and others with ongoing 
health concerns and challenging life circumstances, we pray for caring hands, hope to live each new day, 
and the reassurance of God's presence through the support of our congregation.   
 

For our friends Richard, Steffy,  Michelle, Karen, Matthew, Luis, Lillian, Bridgette, Karen, Mark, Gene, Peggy, 
Bob, Mary Lou, and all others who are cancer survivors, we give thanks for each day and we pray for treat-
ment where it is possible and release from suffering where it is needed. 
 

For the family and friends of Lorraine, and for all who grieve at the deaths of those they deeply love and 
dearly miss, we ask that they might know the comfort God offers through the community of faith as we sur-
round them with our prayer and Christian love. 
 

As we prepare for Christ's birth, we pray for safety for those who travel; for peace and health as families reu-
nite; for comfort to those who find loneliness and grief especially hard to bear at this time; for generosity in 
our giving as we remember those who have much less than we do; for hope for those who are hungry and 
homeless to carry on through these darkest days; and most of all that we might be partners in building God’s 
Christmas kingdom of peace, joy, hope and love, transforming the world.  Amen. 
 

Please note that we will remove names on the prayer list after one month, except for homebound and hospitalized 
members.  Let us know if you would like to add or renew a request by office phone or email.  

PRAYER CONCERNS 

WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN A PASTOR IS EXPECTING 
 

Regular readers of this newsletter will mostly be aware by now that Adam and I are expecting our 
second baby in March 2013.  The St. James Pastoral Relations Committee and Consistory have al-
ready begun to prepare for this event.  We want to be sure everyone is informed about the expecta-
tions, as this will be St. James UCC's first experience of having a pastor take maternity leave!  If you 
do have any questions, best place to start is the Pastoral Relations Committee, whose membership 
for 2013 will include Charlotte Fiedler, Jack Morris, Tony Nuccitelli, Ken Raspen, and Joy Rubeo.   
 

At this time, we have started to address some of the logistical details.  We expect a guest pastor to 
begin on 3/24, Palm Sunday (the week of the date), so that our regular Holy Week & Easter services 
and activities will run smoothly.  We are planning for a maternity leave of 8 weeks total, but we are 
prepared to be flexible depending on potential health concerns as well as activities in the life of the 
congregation.  Our intention is to covenant with one “substitute” pastor for the entire leave, who will 
lead worship every Sunday and will be available for pastoral care in case of any major crisis.  Lay 
leaders of our congregation will assist in providing additional spiritual care. 
  

On a more personal note, I would like to share that, while I am looking forward to the new baby, I am 
not a person who particularly enjoys being pregnant!  I prefer to keep busy, with the same schedule 
and energy as when I am not pregnant.  All tests indicate that the baby and I are very healthy.  We 
will not find out the baby's gender ahead of time, and the names we have chosen will be a surprise as 
well.  No preference for a girl or a boy – any healthy baby will do! Otherwise, we are simply passing 
the weeks, very much looking forward to meeting our new infant and especially to bringing him or 
her to church to meet his or her church family.           -Pastor Rachael 

From the Pastor’s Desk... 
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SAVE THE DATE  
 

Project Outreach 
Pantry Day 

 

Thursday February 7 
Beginning at 9:00am 

Royersford Community Bldg. 
Corner of 4th & Washington 

(lower level of library) 
 

Pack and distribute groceries for 
our neighbors in need.  All are 
welcome!  Contact Margie 
Schweitzer for more information. 

Communications 
 

Materials for the February newsletter are due January 20. 

St. James United Church of Christ 
321 South Limerick Road 
Limerick, PA 19468 

ANNUAL REPORTS: PLEASE UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION! 
 

2013 Church Directories, including the 2012 Annual Report, will 
be ready for pick-up in mid-January.  Please be sure to update 
your personal information no later than January 6 so that we 
can include the correct contact information in the directory.  
You can email the church or leave a note in the office.  Directo-
ries not picked up by January 27 will be mailed. 
 
SPECIAL NOTICE FOR THOSE RECEIVING THE 
NEWSLETTER BY E-MAIL: your copy of the Annual Report 
will also be sent electronically!  However, if you would like to 
have a paper copy of the directory only, they will be available on 
request in the office once the Annual Report is complete.  Thank 
you for your understanding as we work to conserve paper and 
reduce our postage expenses. 


