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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
 

This year, Christmas Eve is on Monday, Dec. 24. 
Our worship service will take place at 9:00pm, 
with music and a time for meditation beginning 
at 8:30pm.  Our St. James Choir and Bell Choir 
will offer selections, along with soloists, and 
we’ll hear the familiar Scripture passages shar-
ing the Christmas story as we sing our favorite 
hymns.  Our worship will include communion, 
Silent Night by candlelight, and as usual a jubi-
lant closing chorus of Joy to the World!  
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CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
 

The Hospitality Com-
mittee will host our  

annual 
Christmas 
luncheon 
on Dec. 9 
after our 

regular Sunday morn-
ing worship service. 
Please join us for fun 
and fellowship as we 
celebrate the season!  
There is a sign-up 
sheet in the narthex, or 
you can call the office 
to let us know how 
many to expect for the 
meal.  There is no cost, 
just a free will offering. 
If you would like, feel 
free to bring a dessert!  

BLOOD DRIVE 
 

Our annual Christmas-season blood drive is 
scheduled with Miller-Keystone for Friday, De-
cember 28 from 2:00pm to 7:00pm. Please 
sign up in the narthex or call the office to make 
an appointment. 
 

Miller-Keystone Blood Center is the only blood 
provider to many of our local hospitals.  They 
are a nonprofit organization and a member of 
America’s Blood Centers (ABC), a national net-
work of non-profit blood centers that provide 
approximately 60% of the blood products trans-
fused in the United States.  Please consider do-
nating your blood to help others in need! For 
more information visit www.giveapint.org.  

CONTACT THE CHURCH 
 

321 South Limerick Rd. 
Limerick, PA 19468 
610-489-0990 
 

Pastor: Rachael Pryor 
pastor@stjames-ucc.org 
(610) 705-2000 
 

Availability by appoint-
ment.  Fridays are observed 
as a day of rest. 
 

Office Coordinator: 
Betty Lou Wilson 
Wed & Fri 12-3pm 
or by appointment 
betty9234@verizon.net 
 
Minister of Music: 
Donna Pinto 
music@stjames-ucc.org 
 
Communications and 
Events Manager: 
Jill Kauffman 
news@stjames-ucc.org 
 

2012 CONSISTORY 
 

Rich Fiedler, President 
Mary Lou Bryan, VP 
Kristen Serina, Secretary 
 

Nancy Ewing, Treasurer 
Tom Mogel, Financial Sec. 
 

Ruth Borneman, Historian 
 

Visit our website for 
even more info: 
 

www.stjames-ucc.org 

 
“Like” us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/ 
stjamesucc 

MISSIONS PARTNERS FOR 2013 

 

As a fire exists for burning, so a church exists for 
mission!  For years at St. James, we determined 
our missions' support on the basis of percent-
ages with the idea that missions would be rotat-
ed out as new ones were added in.  This respon-
sibility was given to our Missions Committee, 
with oversight by consistory; and approved as 
part of our annual budget.  Percentages were 
used because the exact missions budget depend-
ed on notations on our offering envelopes. 
            (Continued on page 3) 



PAGE 2                                                                                                   DECEMBER 2012 NEWSLETTER 

HOLIDAY TUNES  

 

As Advent draws 
near, we are forming 
two Christmas 
choirs, for singing 
and for playing bells.  
(What’s Christmas 
without some bells 
ringing?!) 
 

The Christmas choir 
will sing one Sunday 
in December and the 
bells will play on a 
different Sunday.  
Both choirs will also 
both participate in 
the 9:00pm Christ-
mas Eve service.  Re-
hearsals will be on 
Thursday evenings 
and possibly on Sun-
days after services, 
as needed. 
 

Please contact Don-
na if you’d like to 
participate in either 
or both of these 
choirs.  It’s a very 
short commitment, 
so if you’d like to 
make everyone’s 
Christmas a little 
merrier, lend us your 
gifts! 

Worship 

THE FAROLITOS OF CHRISTMAS 
 
 

This year’s Christmas pageant will have a “Southwest” twist, based on the 
children’s book The Farolitos of Christmas by Rudolfo Anaya.  Set during 
World War II, the book tells the story of a young girl who waits for her father 
to return after being injured as a U.S. soldier.  Unable to cut wood for the 
usual Christmas bonfires, the children create small paper lanterns (farolitos) 
instead, which light the way for Christmas pilgrims as they remember the 
journeys of Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and the Magi.  The lanterns also 
light the way for one unexpected pilgrim’s return to his hometown! 
 

During our December 23 worship service, the children and adults of St. 
James will share the story of this pilgrimage with songs, acting, lanterns, and 
Bible verses.  Children will hear the story on Nov. 25 and rehearsals will be 
held Dec. 2, 9, & 10 during Children’s Church as well as after worship as 
needed.  Speaking and non-speaking parts are available for children, youth, 
and adults; we also need lots of prop and set designers (for children who are 
a bit shy about acting or singing).  Music soloists are also welcome; please let 
Adrien Cibulsky or Linda Nuccitelli know if you’re interested.   

FRIENDS-STYLE WORSHIP DEC. 30 
 

On Sunday December 30, we will offer a service of worship according to a St. 
James tradition of observing a Friends Church Meeting or “Quaker-style” 
service the Sunday after Christmas. The service will be held at our regular 
10:15am time, but in a simplified version with more time for prayer and si-
lence. The sermon will be replaced by Scripture lessons and a short reading; 
and everyone will be invited to meditate quietly or to share ideas, stories, 
questions, and prayers as they are moved by the Inner Light, God’s presence 
in each of us.  
 

We hope these services of worship will be an opportunity for a quiet but pro-
found connection with God during an otherwise busy and hectic time of year.  
Nursery and Sunday School will not be offered during this service, but as al-
ways children are very welcome to be a part of our worship in the sanctuary.  

LIVE NATIVITY IN READING 

 

Community United Church of Christ in Reading invites all neighbors, especially in our Pennsylvania 
Southeast Conference, to celebrate a “Live Christmas Nativity!”  People of all ages are welcome to see 
our stable with animals and a brief sharing of the Christmas story, on Friday Dec. 7 at 7pm and again 
at 8pm.  Don’t forget to bring a flashlight!  Refreshments will be served.   
 

The church is located at 3330 St. Lawrence Ave, Reading. Let Pastor Rachael know if you’d like to 
carpool from church, leaving at 6:15pm.  Call 610-779-3955 with questions about the event.   
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Evangelism 
MISSIONS PARTNERS FOR 2013  (Continued from front cover) 
 

At our November 2011 Congregational Meeting, we decided to do away with designations on offering 
envelopes.  All offerings became part of a single income category.  At the recommendation of the 
Missions Committee, we decided to focus on a smaller number of missions each year, giving each 
mission a larger amount of funding, and giving each group the same amount of financial support.  
This way, our congregation could come to know each of our “Mission Partners” better, and we hoped 
to find ways to support our partners not only through financial giving, but also through donating 
items and volunteering time where possible. 
 

As we continue to build up our “Mission Partners” program, the Missions Committee determined 
this past summer that we would invite the congregation to submit names of missions to be consid-
ered for 2013.  This way, more people can be involved in the annual process of selecting and rotating 
in new missions, helping our congregation learn more about the wonderful people and organizations 
who partner with us in sharing the Good News of God’s love throughout our community, our region, 
and around the world! Based on the applications for this year, we are looking forward to learning 
more about our newly selected missions partners: 

 The Moringa Community School of Trades:  We've heard the story of this developing com-
munity in Ghana, West Africa, brought to us by Jeff Lohr, a Limerick resident.  Just last month we 
had the privilege of meeting Abu who is the community organizer, as he returned thanks in a wor-
ship service for the support they have already received from St. James UCC.  Their mission is to 
fight poverty through empowering underprivileged people to create practical, locally appropriate 
small businesses that can sustain them and their families.   

 Ministries at Main Street: supported by a consortium of Pottstown churches, this mission ex-
ists primarily to operate a homeless shelter in Pottstown, and to provide support services for those 
who have inadequate housing. 

 Workplace Chaplains: our support will provide additional time and resources for a chaplain at a 
meat-packing factory in Souderton, PA.  Chaplain Kevin is a kind of “at-home missionary,” reach-
ing out to our extremely low-income neighbors as they struggle to get by while doing dangerous 
and physically demanding labor for long hours at low wages.  These workers come from the U.S. as 
well as many other countries, and often do not have good community support.  They live in areas of 
Reading, Allentown, West Philadelphia, and everywhere in between.  Kevin collaborates with Nurse 
Lisa and the social workers at the factory to identify employees in special need of assistance ~ eve-
rything from pastoral care and counseling, to donations of food, bedding, and furniture.   We’ve al-
ready been supporting this ministry by collections of used home items for over a year, as the rela-
tionship grew out of last year’s “Lazarus at the Gate” Bible Study on economic discipleship. 

 

We have budgeted $4292 to each of our six missions for 2013.   In addition to those described above, 
we continue with three of our previous Mission Partners.  We hope to send a work group to Ponca 
Creek UCC in the near future; and we continue to offer support for Project Outreach and Urban 
Promise.  Our three new missions will rotate in for 2013 to replace Christian Veterinary Mission, Ori-
on Communities/St. Mary's Shelter (Phoenixville), and Rift Valley Academy (Kenya).  We will com-
municate this to the above missions and encourage them to apply for Endowment funding.  In the 
coming years, we hope to rotate in two new missions each year.  Older groups may be rotated in 
again after a break.  We’ll also continue inviting anyone from our congregation to submit applica-
tions for Mission Partners each year.   
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Faith Formation 
Hallelujah! The Bible & Handel’s Messiah 
For  Advent, we’ll begin a 4-week study (Dec. 2, 9, 16, & 23) on the Scripture and music of Handel’s 
Messiah.  The study will also continue in 2013 with a six-session Lenten series leading up to Easter, 
and the big “Hallelujah!” moment of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  For these Messiah studies, we 
will meet in the High School room directly across from the office (for acoustic reasons). 
 

One local opportunity to hear the Messiah is coming up at Ursinus College.  This December will 
mark the 75th anniversary of Handel’s Messiah performances at Ursinus College.  The piece will be 
sung by the College Choir and Meistersingers on Dec. 1 at 7:30 p.m.; & at a matinee, Dec. 2 at 2 p.m., 
in Bomberger Auditorium. Tickets are $10; let Pastor Rachael know if you’d like to order Sunday 
tickets through church so we can attend as a group. 
 

Another opportunity for Messiah is a performance by the Wayne Oratorio Society at Wayne Presby-
terian Church.  Concerts on Sat. Dec. 1 and Sun. Dec. 2 will be at 7:30 p.m.  Admission is free, but 
there will be a free-will offering.  Mark and Donna Pinto will be singing in the choir.  
 

St. James Prayer Ministry  
All are welcome to our monthly gathering for prayer.  Leaders of the group take turns directing the 
hour-long meetings, and all are welcome to participate by offering prayers or joining in silently. 
Starting in November, two prayer groups are offered on the 3rd Tuesday of the month: a morning 
group and an evening group. The morning group will be from 9-10am and the evening group will 
meet the same day at 6:30pm.  Come out and join us ~ no experience necessary! Please contact 
Charlotte Fiedler if you are interested in becoming part of the prayer group. 
 

2013 Trip to Israel 
You will never look at the Bible the same way again! Join Pastor Michael Evans and members of 
Trinity United Church of Christ (Skippack) for 8 days in Israel, June 18-26, 2013.  You’ll experience 
Israel with all of its politics of today and see, for yourself, the places spoken of in your Bible.  When 
you return you will be able to make connections for your friends and neighbors in ways you have 
never before imagined.  This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.  Deposits are due by Dec. 20, 2012.  
Visit www.trinityskippack.org/TriptoIsrael.dsp for more details, including a complete itinerary.  For 
more information or to sign up, please contact Pastor Michael Evans at mweoct1517@gmail.com.  

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

17….Ralph & Linda 
  Bevan  
27….Chris & Barbara  
  Beatrice  

BIRTHDAYS 
 

1….Robert J. Mazza 
1….Pamela Marino 
2….Mary Ann Lopardo 
3….Carolyn Craig  
4….Quinton Rusinski  
4….Benjamin Hendricks 
6….Jeff Schubert  
7….Patrick Miller 
9….Amy Friemann 

9…..Bill Burnett 
10….Mae Mogel  
10….Brian Casey  
12....Jennifer Schell 
14….Irene LaPish  
15….Lisa Hendricks 
16….Jeffrey Markoski  
18….Brett Stengel 
19….Bob Major 
21….Gregory Borneman  
21….B.G. Craig  

21….Carrie Heath  
22….Ruth Borneman  
26….Laura Frymoyer  
27….Betty McCormick 
29….Justin Myers 
29….Aaron Smith 
30….Ian Gelwicks 
31….Wendy Boyer  
31….Carol Duffy  
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Calendar 
DECEMBER 2012  

This year our official Christmas decorating day will be Saturday, December 1 from 
3-7pm.  Come early to help put up ornaments and lights and decorate our sanctuary 
windows and narthex.  On Saturday, we’ll also bake & decorate cookies from 3-5pm 
to share with our homebound members.  All ages are welcome and we are looking for 
donations of sugar & gingerbread dough and for cookie cutters to borrow.  Christmas movies will be playing 
in the Fellowship Hall and music will fill the church!  Then, at approximately 5:30pm, we’ll hold a potluck 
dinner in our newly-decorated Fellowship Hall.  After dinner, we’ll gather in the sanctuary for a brief and 
festive time of worship and singing!   

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

2 First Sunday of Advent 
Svc/Word & Sacrament 
Jer 33:14-16 
Ps 25:1-10 
Luke 21:25-36 
 
 

3 
 
Animate: 
Faith study 
7pm 

4 
 
 

 

5 
 
Prayer 
Shawls 
6:30pm 
 
 

6 
 
Choir 
7:00pm 

7 1 
 
              8 

9 Second Sunday of Advent 
Svc of the Word 
Phil 1:3-11 
Luke 3:1-6 
 

Christmas Luncheon 

10 
Animate: 
Faith study 
7pm 

11 
 
Consistory 
7:00pm 

12 
 
 

13 
 
Choir 
7:00pm 

14 15 

16  Third Sunday of Advent  
 
Isa 12:2-6 
Phil 4:4-7 
Luke 3:7-18 

17 
 
 

Great Strides  
7:30pm 

18 
 
Prayer 
Group, 
9:00am & 
6:30pm 

19 
 

20 
 
Choir, 
7:00pm 

21 22 

23 Fourth Sunday  
      of Advent 
 

Christmas Pageant 
 

24 
Christmas Eve 
Svc/Word & 
Sacrament 
 

 

25 
 

Christmas 
Day  

26 
 
 

27 
 
Choir 
7:00pm 

28 
 
Blood Drive, 
 2-7pm 

29 

30 First Sunday after 
Christmas  
1 Sam 2:18-20,26 
Ps 148 
Luke 2:41-52 

31      
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From the Pastor’s Desk... 
DISCERNING A VISION FOR THE PENNSYLVANIA SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE 
St. James, as a member of the United Church of Christ, exists within a system that is fairly unique 
among American church denominations.  While authority exists primarily in the local congregation, 
we also build relationships of covenant with other local congregations.  At the more local level, our 
congregations form Associations (ours is called “Ursinus” after the 16th-Century German reformer, 
theologian, and author of the Heidelberg Catechism).  The Associations join regionally to form Con-
ferences.  As a covenantal member of the Pennsylvania Southeast Conference (PSEC) of the UCC, we 
join together not for hierarchical control, but for mutual support in ministry and mission.  We can 
accomplish more for God’s church by working together than is possible as individual congregations! 
 

One of the great sources of ministry in the long history of our PSEC  (and even before it was formed) 
has been our camp, Mensch Mill.  Many of you will have already heard that at the Fall Meeting of the 
PSEC on Nov. 10, a vote passed very narrowly (by 2 votes!) to put the camp up for sale.  The combi-
nation of a large mortgage and poor stewardship of the camp in recent decades has led many in our 
Conference to question the wisdom and faithfulness of keeping the camp, when our resources may be 
used better elsewhere to support new ministries and missions.  In addition, the sale of the “Church 
House” Conference facility in Collegeville was also approved for similar reasons. 
 

At the meeting, I presented an alternative proposal, along with the Rev. Mrs. Beth Lyon of Glenside 
UCC.  The proposal provided for a Renewal Team which would revitalize the camp and raise funds to 
pay off the mortgage.  This proposal was also narrowly defeated, by about 10 votes!  However, it was 
also a success in some ways.  My intention for the proposal, in addition to keeping our camp, was to 
re-cast our conversation from being one about mistrust and frustration toward Conference Consisto-
ry, to being one about the most faithful use of our Conference-wide resources for mission and minis-
try.  Instead of angry finger-pointing, we were able to have a mostly-civil dialogue about the diverse 
visions for our future held by church members who come from a variety of places: urban and rural, 
large churches and small, older and younger, representing many races, cultures, and communities.  
It was a wonderful opportunity to practice civil discourse at a time in place where this seems to be 
rare.  I personally was pleased with this outcome, even if the proposal failed. 
 

The dialogue and vote communicated a very clear message: that there is not consensus about our vi-
sion in the PSEC right now!  I agree with many who see the potential of Mensch Mill to be a place for 
the renewal of our covenantal relationships, a place to educate and empower future ministers (both 
lay and ordained), and a place to nurture peace and justice (perhaps especially environmental jus-
tice).  However, I can also understand why many of our partners feel our resources could be better 
used in other ways: providing seminary scholarships, supporting new congregations, providing for 
regional missions in the areas of housing, food, and disaster relief; just to name a few. 
 

Since the Nov. 10 meeting, I’ve heard many times the phrase “a vote to sell is not the same thing as a 
sale.”  It could be years before we are able to sell a property like Mensch Mill!  In the meanwhile, we 
will continue to explore other options.  But perhaps even more importantly, we’ll be working to re-
store healthier relationships for dialogue as we begin to work together to discern a clear new vision 
for the PSEC in the 21st Century.  I am excited and thankful to be a part of that process, and I wel-
come your suggestions and perspectives at all times as a part of our work together.  What does it 
mean to be a Christian Church in this area, at this time?  May God show us the way to an answer, and 
may we be humble and prayerful enough to hear what our still-speaking God is calling forth for us in 
this new hour!          -Pastor Rachael   



Please note that submissions from all chairpersons or committees for our annual re-
port will be due no later than December 22!   
 

A Note of Thanks 
Thank you once again for your financial gifts that keep St. James able to spread the good news of 
God’s love. As we enter into the holiday season, we would like to remind you, that for your ease, your 
church offerings may be sent to:  
 

St. James UCC 
Attn: Financial Secretary 
321 S. Limerick Rd 
Limerick, PA 19468 
 

This will continue your fiscal support even when you are away or not able to attend.  It can even be 
set up as a “recurring event” if you have online banking (use your envelope # as your account #) for 
simplicity throughout the year.  Your continued support will help the Church continue to meet our 
positive cash flow goal intended for the 2012 Budget.   Have a blessed and joyful holiday season!         
         ~Your Stewardship Committee 
 

Great Strides Soup Sale 
Great Strides team will be holding a Soup Sale to be delivered January 13th.  Orders will be taken for 
either Cream of Potato or Vegetable Soups by signing up on the bulletin board.   The cost is $5.00/
quart.  We know these soups are great to have on hand for a quick supper as they freeze very well.  Be 
sure to stock up for the cold month of January!!  
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For our friends Grace A., Shirley M., Melissa M., and others who are in the hospital or a long-term care residence, we 
pray for comfort and peace. 
 

For our friends Dick & Janice M., Steve & Mary B., Frank & Ellie D., Earl Z., Betty W., Doris F., Pearl R., Pat M., Bob M., 
and others who are not easily able to leave their residence, we pray for companionship, healing, and respite from pain. 
 

For our friends Charlotte F., Jeffry L., Marnie, Robert L., Steve K., Sarah S., Ed S., Sam S., Donna M., Lorah H., Chad H., 
Avery, Ryan, Ken & Dawn R., and others with ongoing health concerns and challenging life circumstances, we pray for 
skilled and caring hands, hope to live each new day, and the reassurance of God's presence through the support of our 
congregation.   
 

For our friends Richard M., Steffy H., Michelle R., Rolf C., Karen H., Matthew K., Luis T., Bridgette L., Lillian W., Karen 
S., Gene F., Peggy M., Bob E. and all others who are cancer survivors, we give thanks for each day and we pray for 
treatment where it is possible and release from suffering where it is needed. 
 

For the family and friends of Paul R., Clifford G., and Dorothy G. at their passing into eternal rest in God's presence; and 
for all who mourn the death of a beloved friend or family member, we give thanks for the life God called forth and we 
pray for comfort and reassurance through the difficult days of grief. 
 

As we celebrate a day of Thanksgiving and prepare for the festivities of Advent and Christmas, we pray for safety for 
those who travel; for peace and health as families reunite; for comfort to those who find mourning and grief especially 
hard to bear at this time; for generosity in our giving as we remember those who have much less than we do; for hope 
for those who are hungry and homeless to carry on through these darkest, coldest days; and most of all for justice 
through our hearts and hands that we might usher in God’s Christmas kingdom of peace, joy, hope and love, trans-
forming the world ever more into a place where all of God’s children have enough.  Amen. 
 

Please note that we will remove names on the prayer list after one month, except for homebound and hospitalized mem-
bers.  Let us know if you would like to add or renew a request by office phone or email.  

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Congregational Life 
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St. James United Church of Christ 
321 South Limerick Road 
Limerick, PA 19468 

SAVE THE DATE ~ ADVENT & CHRISTMAS EVENTS!  
 

Saturday, December 1 - Sanctuary Decoration Day  
Join us as we decorate, bake, and prepare for Christmas! 
 

Friday, December 7 - Live Nativity Presentation, Community UCC  
Hear the story of Christmas at 7pm or 8pm, complete with live animals!  
Hosted at Community UCC in Reading; for details see page 2.  
 

Sunday, December 9 - Christmas Luncheon  
Join us for a meal hosted by our Hospitality Committee!  Free-will offering; dessert donations are 
welcome.  Sign up in the narthex or call the office.   
 

Sunday, December 23 - Christmas Pageant 
This year, our pageant will have a Southwest twist as we perform “The Farolitos of Christmas.”  
 

Monday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 
Music & meditation at 8:30pm; service begins at 9:00pm with Christmas Scripture readings, can-
dlelight singing, and communion.  
 

Friday, December 28 - Miller Keystone Blood Drive 
Sign up for an appointment from 2-7pm and help save a life!  
 

Sunday, December 30 - Friends-Style Worship 
Our annual post-Christmas tradition of a shorter, simpler service modeled after Quaker worship.  


