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ENDING HUNGER: CROP HUNGER WALK   

 

St. James will be par-
ticipating in the an-
nual  Spring-Ford Ar-
ea CROP Hunger 
Walk on Sunday, Oc-
tober 14, 2012! The 
walk will begin and 
end at First United Church of Christ in Spring 
City (145 Chestnut Street, Spring City) Registra-
tion will be held from 1:15-1:30 p.m.  
 

The CROP Hunger Walk raises funds for hunger 
relief efforts, both globally and locally. Walkers 
may designate their gifts to go to approved hun-
ger fighting organizations if they choose.  
 

Walkers will have the opportunity to walk 3 or 6 
miles (maps will be provided) with lots of re-
freshment stops along the way. Please consider 
joining us in this excellent cause! 
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MAKE AN ANGEL!  

 

Women’s Fellowship 
will be giving our old 
hymnals eternal life by 
turning them into an-
gels!  Everyone is invit-
ed to come out and 
make angels. No spe-
cial skills are neces-
sary! You can easily 
learn how to fold the 
pages into angels.   
 

The goal is to make 20. 
The angels will then be 
for sale, with proceeds 
benefiting the minis-
tries of St. James UCC. 
This is a fantastic way 
to repurpose our old 
hymnals. Get one for 
yourself as a keepsake, 
or give one to a friend!   

FALL RUMMAGE SALE EVENT  
 

It’s time for the Fall Rummage Sale! It will be 
held on October 20, from 8am to 1pm. This 
event, held twice a year, is sponsored by Wom-
en’s Fellowship.  
 

The best time to bring in items for the sale is af-
ter 3pm on Friday, October 19 during set-up. If 
you have a large amount of items you would like 
to bring in early, please contact Cindy Valerio or 
Pastor Rachael. All other donations of smaller 
items can be placed in the storage room between 
the family bathroom and the YMCA classroom.  
 

The Rummage Sale is a great way to give unused 
items a new home, or to find some new treasures 
of your own! Come out and tell all your friends 
to join us for a day of fun and fellowship.  
 

Proceeds will benefit the ministries of St. James 
UCC and local charities.  

 

CONTACT THE CHURCH 
 

321 South Limerick Rd. 
Limerick, PA 19468 
610-489-0990 
 

Pastor: Rachael Pryor 
pastor@stjames-ucc.org 
(610) 705-2000 
 

Availability by appoint-
ment.  Fridays are observed 
as a day of rest. 
 

Office Coordinator: 
Betty Lou Wilson 
Wed & Fri 12-3pm 
or by appointment 
betty9234@verizon.net 
 

Minister of Music: 
Donna Pinto 
music@stjames-ucc.org 
610-792-1679 
 

Communications and 
Events Manager: 
Jill Kauffman 
news@stjames-ucc.org 
 

2012 CONSISTORY 
 

Rich Fiedler, President 
Mary Lou Bryan, VP 
Kristen Serina, Secretary 
 

Nancy Ewing, Treasurer 
Tom Mogel, Financial Sec. 
 

Ruth Borneman, Historian 
 

Visit our website for 
even more info: 
 

www.stjames-ucc.org 

 
“Like” us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/ 
stjamesucc 
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FAMILY SING-A-LONG SUNDAYS 
 

This Fall, we’d like to try out a new idea specially geared toward 
including children in our worship and music traditions.  Parents, 
bring your kids; grandparents, bring the grandkids.  Or, if you’re 
a kid at heart, just bring yourself!   
 

We will meet on a Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. to learn a simple 
tune that everyone will sing together as the anthem during that 
Sunday’s service.  We’ll try it out on Sunday October 21, and 
we’ve tentatively set Sunday November 18 as a future date, so 
that our members of all ages can offer music along with canned 
food donations as part of our Harvest Home celebration. 
 

We hope this we be a great time for everyone as we show our 
children the importance of praising God through singing, share 
the music we learned and loved as children, and support our 
growing choral program by providing vibrant music for worship.  
Children will begin learning the songs in Children’s Church. 
 

We especially hope this will encourage children (and even adults) 
who are a bit shy about singing in front of others ~ if a parent or 
grandparent is singing with them, choir can go from intimidating 
to exciting.  In this way, children will become more comfortable 
with singing and worship leadership, as they prepare to be the 
future leaders of our churches. 

KEEPING WORSHIP VIBRANT 
 

For many members, Sunday 
worship is the most significant 
part of their faith formation at 
St. James.  With a small amount 
of time, you can make a big dif-
ference in strengthening our 
worship offerings. 
 

Altar Guild is a great way to help 
without a big time commitment.  
You can start by signing up for 
just one month a year, to take 
care of the flowers, communion 
(as needed), and a few other 
parts of set-up for worship.  It 
takes about an hour per week! 
 

Worship Committee is looking 
for members, too.  Attend quar-
terly meetings; help shape the 
future of worship practices and 
traditions; along with occasional 
support for special projects.  
Sign up with Pastor Rachael! 

Worship 

REMEMBRANCES FOR ALL SAINTS DAY 
 

On Sunday, November 4, St. James UCC will observe the annual 
celebration of All Saints’ Day.  This is an opportunity for us to 
give thanks for the “saints” of our congregation and in our lives: 
those who have long since passed away and those who live on as 
witnesses to the Gospel of mercy and the love of God.  We will 
gather for the Lord’s Supper as one Communion of Saints across 
time and space, representing and enacting the unity of the Body 
of Christ, which cannot be weakened by death or distance.  We 
will also take a few moments as a part of our prayers and com-
munion celebration to especially remember those in our congre-
gation who have died during the past year and who rest now 
from the labors of life in God’s eternal embrace. 
 

We plan to contact the families of those who have died since 
Nov. 1, 2011; but we would appreciate your help to ensure that 
we honor the passing of all the saints in our community.  Please 
contact Pastor Rachael by October 28 to help us celebrate the 
lives of loved ones we may commemorate on November 4.  

PEW BIBLE UPDATE 
 

Many thanks to all sponsors of 
new Bibles for our sanctuary!  As 
of our Sept. 9 dedication, more 
than 20 families had sponsored 
75 Bibles.  Several more spon-
sorships came in that week; and 
our goal is to sponsor at least 50 
more Bible by Easter.  Bible 
sponsorships make an excellent 
birthday or Christmas gift to 
honor someone who already has 
everything.  We will be happy to 
provide you with a gift card to 
share, denoting your Bible spon-
soring, upon request.  Please di-
rect future sponsorships or ques-
tions to Jill Kauffman.   



PAGE 3                                                                                                      OCTOBER 2012 NEWSLETTER 

PASTOR TO MISSOURI 
 

This month, Pastor 
Rachael will be traveling 
to Kansas City, Mis-
souri, for a 3-day work-
shop sponsored by the 
Next Generation Lead-
ership Initiative (Target 
2030).  Each year for 10 
years, approximately 15 
young clergy members 
of the UCC are accepted 
into the Target 2030 
program, a 10-year fully
-funded initiative to de-
velop the next genera-
tion of parish pastors.  
Pastor Rachael was se-
lected to join the Class 
of 2022.  
As part of this year’s 
training events, Pastor 
Rachael will attend the 
Oct. 3-5 session at The 
Leadership Institute, a 
ministry of the innova-
tive United Methodist 
Church of the Resurrec-
tion.  Pastor Rachael 
will participate in work-
shops in the areas of 
Stewardship, Shaping 
Congregational Leader-
ship, and Spiritual Care, 
as well as taking a tour 
of this successful, di-
verse, mission focused 
congregation.  Church 
of the Resurrection is a 
5-campus multi-site 
congregation, demon-
strative an alternative 
model for churches in 
the 21st Century. 

Evangelism 
MORINGA COMMUNITY LEADER ON VISIT FROM GHANA! 
 

After months of frustrating efforts to secure permission for his visit, we 
are finally able to welcome Abubakar Abdulai to his second trip to the 
United States!  Abu is the manager of the Moringa Community School of 
Trades in Baako, Ghana.  This amazing mission has received critical sup-
port from the congregation of St. James as well as from several individual 
members.  It was started in cooperation between Abu and our friends Jef-
fry & Linda Lohr of J.D. Lohr Woodworking School.  You can read much 
more about the inspired work of the Moringa Community at 
www.moringacommunity.org. 
 
In the coming weeks, we will keep you updated about opportunities to 
meet with Abu in person and find out about the latest Moringa Communi-
ty developments.  At this time, we are also please to share an invitation to 
a special event, an Open House at Hearne Hardwoods on Friday, Oct. 5 
from 10am-6pm and Saturday, Oct. 6 from 10am-5pm. Hearne Hard-
woods is located at 200 Whiteside Drive, Oxford. The events include wood 
carving demonstrations, raffles, and a silent auction. Proceeds will benefit 
charities, included the Moringa Community.  
 
This event is free and open to the public and will be held rain or shine.  

HARVEST HOME CELEBRATIONS FOR PROJECT OUTREACH 
 

“Psalm 67: God’s Blessing for All the Nations” is the theme for this year’s 
Harvest Home celebrations.  Each window should represent a “nation” or 
tradition from our church family, celebrating the diversity of our people 
who join as one in thanksgiving and service.  Harvest Home will be held 
Nov. 18 so that this offering and food drive for Project Outreach can coin-
cide with Thanksgiving and our ecumenical worship service.  Ten creative 
volunteers (or groups) are needed to decorate one window each.  A sign-
up sheet is posted in the narthex.  The decorations should begin Oct. 21 
and be completed by Nov. 11 for our Congregational Meeting.  We will also 
collect food items around the altar beginning Nov. 11.  
 

On Nov. 18, we will celebrate Harvest Home with music, a special offering, 
prayers, and the dedication of our gifts.  Then, on Wed. Nov. 21, we’ll host 
the Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service.  Starting in 2011, this service was 
expanded from St. James and our sister church, St. James Lutheran, to 
include all of the Spring-Ford Ministerium churches.   More than 20 con-
gregations are invited to bring food donations, and another special offer-
ing will be taken.  Our goal is to meet this year’s projected shortfall for 
funding the heating program for low-income families ~ and hopefully even 
more! Watch for your November newsletter for more details about the 
Thanksgiving Worship Service and the mission of Project Outreach. 
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Faith Formation 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH UPDATE 
Our new K-5 Children’s Church program, called “Godly Play,” is off to a wonderful start.  Teachers 
are enjoying their new role as “storytellers”, using creative visuals to make the Bible stories come to 
life.  The children love listening to the stories while seated on our comfy new carpet, and then re-
sponding to the story through shared wondering, their own expressive art work and/or a shared 
feast.  The following Bible stories will be presented during the month of October: 
 

Oct 7    The Exodus 
Oct 14  The Ten Best Ways 
Oct 21  The Ark and the Tent 
Oct 28  The Ark and the Temple 
  

If you would like more information, or if you would be interested in joining us as an occasional 
“storyteller” or assistant, please see Linda Nuccitelli. 

  
ANIMATE! AND ACTS: NEW BIBLE STUDIES FOR ADULTS 
Our 9:00am hour for Bible Study will continue in October as we return to the Acts of the Apostles.  
We’ll start with a new resource by UCC Pastors Lillian Daniel and Martin Copenhaver, and several 
church members will take turns leading this study each week through the end of November. 
 

We’ll also offer a new small group study for adults, called Animate!  The class will meet on Monday 
evenings at 7:00pm for 7 sessions (Oct. 8, 22, 29; Nov. 5, 12, 26; & Dec. 3).   Animate! begins with 
a short video each week, bringing together  leading and diverse Christian voices to help kick-start 
conversations around big questions of the Christian faith.  You can preview the series at ani-
mate.wearesparkhouse.org.  Pastor Rachael and her husband Adam will co-lead this series. 

 

SHARING IN PRAYER FOR OUR CHURCH 
There is a group of people in our church family, who are dedicated to praying for people they know 
and those they may never meet.  As we receive names of people to pray for, those names are passed 
along to the prayer group via email or a phone call.  Each Sunday there is a list of people we are cur-
rently praying for on the table in the narthex along with the bulletin.  Anyone is free to pick up a list 
to take with them. 
 

On Sunday, Oct. 21, Charlotte Fiedler will hold a brief (30-minute) meeting after the church ser-
vice.  If you are already part of the Prayer Chain, or if you are interested in supporting our congrega-
tion through the enrichment of your spiritual life, please stay for this conversation!  We will explore 
some ideas to help the Spirit flourish within our church and ourselves. 
 

All are welcome to our monthly gathering for prayer.  This month we meet on Tuesday, Oct. 23 at 
6:30pm. Come out and join our group ~ no experience necessary!  This is a wonderful time to offer 
your own prayers and concerns, or to simply be a part of the experience, listening and praying with 
others.  Our special focus this month will be “guided imagery prayer,” led by Charlotte. 
 

We are always looking for more people to join us in our prayer community.  All we ask is that you 
take time to add our church and those in need to your daily prayers.  Please contact Charlotte Fiedler 
if you are interested in becoming part of the prayer group. 
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Calendar 
OCTOBER 2012  

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 
 
Revitaliza-
tion  
5:30pm 

3 
 
Prayer 
Shawls, 
6:30pm 

4 
 
Choir, 
7:00pm 
 

5 6 

7 Twenty-seventh Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 
Svc of Word & Sacrament 
10:15am 
 
Gen 2:18-24; Ps 8 
Mark 10:2-16 
 

8 9  
 
Consistory, 
7:00pm 
 
Women’s 
Fellowship 
Bus Trip 

10 11 
 
Choir, 
7:00pm 

12 13 

14 Twenty-eighth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 
Service of the Word 
10:15am 
 
Crop Walk 
 
Amos 5:6-15, Ps 90:12-17 
Mark 10:17-31 
 

15 
 
Great 
Strides, 
7:30pm 

16 17 
 
Fellowship 
Dinner, 
5:30pm 

18 
 
Choir, 
7:00pm 

19 20 
 
Rummage 
Sale, 
8:00am 

21 Twenty-ninth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 
Service of the Word 
10:15am 
 
Isa 53:4-12, Ps 91:9-16 
Mark 10:35-45 

22 23 
 
Welcome 
Committee, 
1:00pm 
 
Prayer 
Group, 
6:30pm 

24 
 
Steward-
ship, 
7:00pm 
 

25 
 
Choir, 
7:00pm 

26 27 

28 Thirtieth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Reformation Sunday 
Svc of Word 10:15am 
Jer 31:7-9, Ps 126 
Mark 10:46-52 

29 30 
 
Spiritual 
Council, 
7:00pm 

31 
 
 

   

Pastor Rachael away for workshop in Kansas City, Mo., see page 3 for details 

Remember! The Women’s Fellow-

ship Bus Trip takes place on Octo-

ber 9. The bus departs for Lancas-

ter at 8:30am. The expected time 

of departure from Lancaster is 

5:30pm.  

Pastor Rachael at  Mensch Mill all day, see 

page 6 for details 

 

Sundays at  
St. James UCC 

 
9:00am Adult Bible Study                
10:15am  Worship 
 
Nursery Care and K-5 
Sunday School are held 
every week concurrent 
with the 10:15 am Worship 
Service. 
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YOU ARE THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

What does it mean to be a “member” of the United Church of Christ?  Our membership traditions are 
quite different from most other Christian denominations.  In the UCC, the local church is independ-
ent from the denomination.  Each member chooses to be a part of that church, and the membership 
requirements are set by the individual church.  But “independent” doesn’t mean we’re not accounta-
ble to one another.  The many UCC congregations in a particular region join together for mutual sup-
port  because we know we can accomplish more as partners, and because God calls us to unity 
through Jesus Christ.  In our region, the gathering of the local congregations is called the Ursinus 
Association, and in turn, Ursinus covenants with six other Associations to form the Pennsylvania 
Southeast Conference.  Conferences supply a wide variety of resources: youth activities; camps; guid-
ance for church growth or transition (like the Revitalization program we’re participating in); spiritu-
al support for pastors; and resources for congregations who need to find a new pastor.  By covenant-
ing together, we’re able to nurture everyone’s faith and mission; and we are held accountable to our 
Christian brothers and sisters across very different circumstances.  As in the New Testament, the 
churches who have more share with those who have less.  St. James experienced this when our prop-
erty was damaged by a tornado, and other UCC churches supported our recovery.   
 

This year, we are being asked to consider some critical changes in our Conference.  “We” means you!  
Every one of us is part of the UCC in our area, and we make decisions democratically, not by hierar-
chy.  At our Fall Meeting on Nov. 10, we will be asked to consider some major recommendations, in-
cluding the sale of the Church House in Collegeville, the sale of Mensch Mill, and some changes to 
our bylaws.  These issues will be discussed at our Fall Association Meeting on October 28, as well as 
at three regional conversations hosted by the Conference.  Everyone from St. James is invited to at-
tend any of the conversational meetings or the Fall Association Meeting, and we are still looking for 
two official delegates each to attend the Association and Conference meetings. 
 

This is an opportunity for us to speak up about what we believe is important for the future of our 
Conference’s ministries.  For many of us, the particular concern will be the decision about selling 
Mensch Mill.  Now is the time to get involved if you want to ensure that Mensch Mill will still be 
available for your children and grandchildren!  Please speak with me if you have questions or if you 
would like to be involved in the discussion or as an official voting delegate to any of these events. 
 

           -Pastor Rachael 

From the Pastor’s Desk... 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 2….Chad & Elizabeth Capetola 
3….Richard & Amy Sarfert  
7….George & Mary Banyai  
12….John & Megan McMenamin  
15….Bob & Cora Smith 
24….Michael & Kelli Markoski  
25….James & Cynthia Valerio 
26.....Mark & Donna Pinto 
31….Bob & Laura Walters  

BIRTHDAYS 
1….Lily Myers 
2….George Banyai  
4….Betty Meyers  
4….Dave Douglass  
6….Lori Stauffer 
7….Frank Miller, Jr.  
7….Richard Moore  
8….Stephen 
 Lightcap 
9....Keith Schell 
10….Tony Hillegass 

10….Kyle Heath 
12….Rugene 
  Caldwell  
13….Jennifer Taylor  
13….Megan Miley 
13….Michelle Major 
21….Sang Hi Crater  
21….Beth Miller  
21….John   
    McMenamin  
22….Diego Taylor 
24….Jackie Ireland  

25….Tim Little  
26….Heather Morris  
27….Paul Meyers  
27….Dianne 
  Savitsky 
28….Linda Bevan  
29….Bob Smith 
30….Kevin 
 Brightbill  



SPIRITUAL COUNCIL CONVENES 7PM OCT. 30 
All Elders are asked to be present for a quarterly meeting of the Spiritual Council.  We will resume 
our discussion of the property offer as well as follow up on some other spiritual topics for our congre-
gation.  The meeting will end no later than 8:30pm. 
 

PASTOR RACHAEL INVITED TO WORKSHOP AT MENSCH MILL 
Earlier this summer, a select group of clergy in the Pennsylvania Southeast Conference were invited 
to take part in a generously-funded training opportunity for the “Healthy Congregations” program, a 
nationally-recognized resource for supporting vitality and strong growth in churches.  Pastors were 
selected for having previous experience with the program’s “Family Systems Theory” basis, as well as 
a demonstrated ability to learn in intensive settings, to show maturity in parish leadership, and to 
provide potential future leadership throughout the Conference and the national UCC.  Pastor 
Rachael will be participating in this workshop Oct. 15-17 during the day, but will still be available in 
the evenings and for emergency calls. 
 

2013 BUDGET PRESENTATION & DISCUSSION 
As we draw near to our annual Congregational Meeting on Nov. 11, the Stewardship Committee and 
Consistory are faithfully working to create a budget for the congregation’s vote.  The budget, as well 
as an official call to the meeting, can be picked up at church on Sunday Oct. 21.  Any letters not 
picked up will be mailed out that week.  On Sunday Oct. 28, the Stewardship Committee will host a 
discussion session immediately after church in the sanctuary for questions or concerns to be brought 
forward.  We hope this will help us in being fully prepared and responsive to your feedback for the 
Nov. 11 Congregational Meeting.  Please contact Rugene Caldwell with any questions. 
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For our friends Grace A., Shirley M., Melissa M., and others who are in the hospital or a long-term 
care residence, we pray for comfort and peace. 

 

For our friends Dick & Janice M., Steve & Mary B., Earl Z., Betty W., Doris F., Pearl R., Pat M., and 
others who are not easily able to leave their residence, we pray for companionship and healing. 

 

For our friends Charlotte F., Bob M., Jeffry L., Frank & Ellie D., Earl, Francis M., Tori P. and others 
with ongoing health concerns and challenging life circumstances, we pray for caring hands, hope 
to live each new day, and the reassurance of God's presence through our congregation’s support.   

 

For our friends Kelly L., Florence W., Richard M., Gene F., Roger H., Connie, Karen H., Luis T.,  
Steffy H., and all others who are cancer survivors, we give thanks for each day and we pray for 
treatment where it is possible and release from suffering where it is needed. 

 

For the family and friends of Anthony V. at his passing into eternal rest in God's presence;  and for 
all who mourn the death of a beloved friend or family member, we give thanks for the life God 
called forth and we pray for comfort and reassurance through the difficult days of grief. 

 

For our friends Marnie, Iris K., Christian J., Jonathan, and for all those who experience healing and 
new life, we give thanks for God's mysterious presence and care in our lives and through our hands 
and hearts.  
 

Please note that we will remove names on the prayer list after one month, except for homebound and hospi-
talized members.  Let us know if you would like to add or renew a request, by phone or email.  

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Congregational Life 
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UPDATE ON CHURCH OFFICE STAFF 
 

Over the past six months, many of you have come to know Jill Kauffman, our Com-
munications and Events Manager.  All committees are encouraged to contact Jill 
any time for a meeting or for communications support.  She is happy to create fly-
ers, sign-up sheets, calendars, and announcements for your group’s events; and 
her primary job is to make sure all church activities are advertised through our 
website, weekly email, bulletin, newsletter, Facebook page, and local news outlets.  
Jill also managers the calendar, which can be viewed on our website (a paper ver-
sion is maintained in the office).   
 

In the coming weeks, we hope to add a new face to our office staff.  Consistory ap-
proved a request in Sept. to hire an office assistant, using excess funds from the 
administration budget. This person will assist the pastor in creating the bulletin; 
maintaining the member database & parish register; upkeep of the office computer 
and printers; and occasional other computer work such as the Annual Report.  The 
assistant will work alongside Betty Lou Wilson, who continues to manage volun-
teer office administrative support.   

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Great Strides will 
host a Hoagie Sale 
on Tuesday, Nov. 
6 to raise funds for 
the 2013 Relay for 
Life.  It’s a great 
way to grab a quick 
dinner on Election 
Night!  Stay tuned 
to the weekly email, 
bulletin, and an-
nouncements for 
orders and pricing 
details. 

Communications 
 

Materials for the November Newsletter are due October 21. 

St. James United Church of Christ 
321 South Limerick Road 
Limerick, PA 19468 


